Alexander Nevsky, Opus 78 of Serge Prokofiev (New York Phil- 
harmonic, Thomas Schippers, conductor; Lili Chookasian, con- 
tralto; Westminster Choir; WNCN) 

Wandering figures in the landscape in the present indicative ever 
following ever responding in the landscape through which they 
continually move without fixed spatial coordinates in the present 
tense the seasonal peregrinations of food-gathering bipeds mi- 
grating following migratory quadrupeds until the end of the last 
Ice Age when the wandering began to come to an end when those who 
had been wandering figures in the landscape began to identify them- 
selves with began to define themselves in terms of particular land- 
scapes until that time art was neither possible nor inevitable 
certainly not ouvrir la porte s'observer ouvrir la porte which of 
course does not mean that all nonwanderers are interested in 
creating aesthetic forms which does not of course mean that all 
nonwanderers are capable of creating aesthetic forms but it does 
mean that aesthetic forms became possible it does mean that aes- 
thetic forms became inevitable when those who had been wanderers 
began to define themselves in terms of began to identify them- 
selves with particular landscapes when that happened what happened 
think about verb tenses think about nomads becoming nonnomads when 
that happened those who had been nomads began to make distinctions 
between the literal and the figurative the actual and the hypo- 
thetical when that happened those who had been nomads began to 
learn that movement in time is possible without movement in space 
certainly pause and think about man-the-wanderer becoming man-the- 
nonwanderer and think about aesthetic forms and know that the 
history of art is a chronicle of aesthetic forms all of which have 
been created by man-the-nonwanderer who can not forget that prior 
to the end of the last Ice Age man-the-nonwanderer had been man-the- 
wanderer think about the eighteenth century is not Rousseau's 
desire to return to nature a desire to become again man-the- 
wanderer it is think about Eugene Onegin is not Eugene Onegin a 
dialectical description of man-the-nonwanderer who can not forget 
that prior to the end of the last Ice Age he had been man-the- 


wanderer think about Madame Bovary think about The Lady from the 


Sea and know that man can not forget that at one point in his 
existence that point was twelve thousand years ago he had been 


a wandering figure in the landscape in the present indicative. 
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